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Overview

« What do we know about changes in response?

— Is Scotland different?

— What can we say about why response has decreased?
* Interviewer issues

— Covering rural and remote populations
« Some thoughts on sampling

— The potential of administrative data




Changes in response — is Scotland different?

Household response by survey and year
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Why do people refuse?

Reasons for refusal on SCJS by survey year

 Data is indicative only Worried about safety/security [}
« Some change over time (perhaps due to Survey is a waste of money [Jif
coding): Worried about giving info/confidentiality |
— Decrease in ‘too busy’ Takes too long [
— Decrease in ‘other’/no specific reason’ o e SO
« But dominant reasons persist: Never does surveys | —
— Too busy No specific reason/other [ -
— Not interested Too busy -
Not interested in subject matter [

— Indifference?
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Is there a wider societal participation issue?
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Interviewer issues — non-contact

35

30

25

20

15

10

Non-contact rates by survey and year

I

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2022 2023

—SHeS

—SCJS

—FRS - Scotland

FRS - RofGB

* NC rates fairly static over
2013-2019

* FRS rates consistently
higher and slightly higher in
Scotland than rest of GB

« All surveys see an increase
post-pandemic

* Notably larger increase in
FRS overall

 This has persisted in 24/25
for Scotland but not rest of
GB




A lesson in Scottish geography
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Cost-effective ‘mobile’ fieldwork an increasing challenge
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e Is Scotland'’s version of Route 66 on the road
to ruin?

Many believe the North Coast 500 tourist trail has become too popular for its own good.

The North Coast 500 route is being overrun by visitors with campervans said to be a particular problem

Tourists told 'stay away' from overly
popular UK attraction that is driving
locals out

L IS R S SR i SIS 7 N N DR O T




Some thoughts on sampling

« Survey commissioners and funders want views of specific sub-groups (e.g. parents,
school pupils, service users, benefit recipients, younger/older adults) including seldom
heard and under-represented groups (e.g. ethnic minorities, people with a disability,
care experienced) — with lower response, are we increasingly missing these groups?

« Household surveys rely on PAF
— Complete coverage but offers little to nothing on characteristics of residents

« Budgets and timescales do not always allow a robust, probability approach to
sampling — but solutions are possible, e.g.

— Random probability panels
— Enhancing PAF via health administrative records (SHeS Child Boost, HAGIS)
— Birth registrations linked to health administrative records

 Potential for a population spine suitable for survey sampling?
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